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1. The origin of tho lational Front coalition dates back to Narch 1946 when,
under the auspices of the Sudan Graduates' General Congress, ths fowr
parties in the lational Tront agreed to participate in sending a dele-
zation to Cairo. This <elegation enphasized the patriotic duty of
avery Sudanese to be urited with his Seyptian brother in the union of
the llile Vailey. In Suptember 1947 the first signs of disagroement
were nanifest when Yahya Fadli, Secretary-General of the aghiqqa Party
and the chief represertative of that party in the delagatlon, was
accused by sone nenbaers of using his political influence to effect
corrupt trade practires. Following the request that Fadli resign
fronm the delegation, 'Ali Bireir and certain others also wanted to
withdraw. Thereupch, on 15 Noverber 1947 the delegation held a meeting
in Cairo, at which the majority of ite nerbers voted in favor of
returning to the Sudan. These included Ilanid Salih, Dardiri Ahnad Ismail,
Abnad Xheir, 'Ali Fireir, and Tawfiq Ahnad Balkkri. Only two nenbers,
Tsmail Azhari and luharmad Hur-al-Din, voted to contimie the work of
the delegation in Ciiro.

2. In Fobruary 1948, Lihya Fadli was acclained at a gathering of the
Asnigga Youth in Omcurpan, at vhich he made a speech attaclking the
Unicnist Party and the members of the delegation who had accused
him of dishonest dealings in Cairo. lie claimed that the accusations
acainst hin were unt:ue and stated that all he had done was to place
the distribution of irade licenses in the kgyptian llinistry of Comnerce,
rather than in the bidan agency in Cairo. Fadli was absolved of any
misconduct by the Ashiaga Party and the Sudan Graduates!'! Congress, vas
reinstated in the Sudinese Delegation, and ordered to return to the
delegation in Cairo. In an exchange of telegrans with Cairo, Aghari
renewed his pledge to work until the evacuation of the Nile Valley had
been corploted and unity under the crowmn of the beloved 1 Faruq had
been achieved. Document No. _J
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Nevertheless, the delegation at this time wus in a precarious position,
as moet of its members had sither ceased all activiiy or had returned
to the Sudan. Ahlmad Muhammad Kheir, & lawyer of Wad Medani and a non-
party representative, was the only non-Ashiqqa menber of the delegation
laft in Cairo. He also disagreed with the Ashiqga policies, attacled
Azhari in the Egyptian press, and finally decided to return to Khartoum.
Ibranin Mufti, Maenager of the Congress office in Cairo, was recalled to
Khartoum in April 1948 to revisw the situation with the Ashiqqa Party
and the (raduates! Congress Executive Committes.

Barly in May 19L8 an agreement was reached in Khartoum by three unionist
parties of the National Front and the Graduates' Congress to reconsti-
tute the Cairo delegation. The Unionist Party alone declined to partici~
pate, on the grounds that the delegation had outlived its usefulness,
but the Unionist Party expressed its willingness to cooperste with the
others in ®internal activity.® This coalition of the three National
Front parties designated five members to form the reconstituted Cairoc
delegation, excluding the Unionist Party. Ismail Ashari would contimie
as the Graduates' Congress representative in the delegation, and would
also retain the Presidency. Muhamied Nur-al-Din, *Ali Bireir, and

Hasan Tahir Zarruk would be the representatives of the Ashigqa, the
Unity of the Nile Valley, and the Liberal=Unionist Parties, respectively.
The f£ifth member was to have been Hamld Salih, an independent. It was
also planned to form a comittee in Khartoum to act in a liaison
capacity between the delegation and the parties3 and another comittes
t0 organise and lead the Graduates' Congress and the parties in their
internal struggle against "imperialist schemes."

This agreement, however, was short-lived, since the Unionist Party
soon beygan to attack the apshiqga Party and Ashari for insisting upon
nmaintaining a useless delegation in Cairo, whose sole purpose was to
enjoy an easy life in luxurious hotels, thus avoiding the necessity of
conducting the struggle at home. After explaining why the Unionist
Party wanted to concentrate on internal action, the officers of the
Party began publishing accounts of the lavish life of the Aghiqga
delegates, claimlng that the delegation in the latter part of its stay
in Egypt had lost lts popularity with the Egyptian people and wanted
to remain there with the sole object of leading an easy life while
supporting Nuqrashi Pasha's govermment, in return for favors. Under
the fire of the Unionist Party, the three other unity parties, which
had been reconciled to the formation of a new delegation, soon engaged
in a8 new dispute among themselves with regard to the selection of
representatives. The Ashiqqa Party objected to the commercial activi~
ties of All Bireir who, thereupon, unlsashed a new attack upon Aghari
and his Ashiqqa comrades in the Egyptian press, by publishing articles
supported by documentary evidence in order to prove that the Ashigge
members had exploited their political position to make money through
the granting of trade permits. This dispute delayed the reconstitu~
tion of the delegation until the Unity of the Nile Valley Party agreed,
under pressura, to replace 'Ali Bireir with another representative.
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On 29 May 1548, Muharmad Nureal=Din, Vice-President of the Ashigga
Party and newly-chosen representative of the Party in the delegation,
went to Khartoum with new instructions from the Egyptian Govermment.

* He had been the chief liaison offi

cial between the Ashigqa Party and

the Egyptian Govermment, and during his latest contacts with
Nuqrashi Pasha he had been informed that the Egyptian Government would
no longeroonsiderIanzhariuﬂwgmstottmmte. This

amounted to eliminating the mo

allowance which Aghari had been

nthly
receiving regularly from the Egyptian Government, which was estimated
to be between JE 300-L00. As a result, Ashari was corpelled to make
hixomarrmgemntatostayatthacmmentalﬂotelincaim anxd an

advance of JE 500 was made to him

in June 1948 from the Congress

Education Fund. Subsequently, the Egyptian Government was reported
to bave restored part of this sum to him,

In spite of these reverses, Hasan Tahir Zarruk, the representative

of the Libsral-Unionist Party, was

sent early in June 1948 to join

Azhard in Cairo, in an effort to salvage the remmants of t he Sudanese

Delegation. The Unity of the Nile

Valley Party dencuncsd the departure

for Calro of the Liberal-Unionist representative before final agree-
ment had been reached between the three unionist parties, Retracting
the earlier pledge to replsce 'Ali Bireir with another representative
accepteble to the Ashiqqa Party, Dardiri Abmad Ismail, the President
of the Unity of the Nile Valley Party, 1ssued a statement to the
effect that the Ashigqa Party was not motivated by a desire for united
action but wanted only to satisfy personal grudges, as shown by its
objection to the appointment of 'Ali Bireir. This animosity was ine
creased by the fact that 'Al{ Bireir, who 13 a successful merchant in
Cairo, had checked upon and revealed the corrupt commercial activities
of a few Ashiqga Party members in the dalegation, who were exploiting
the prestige of the delegation for their selfish notives. Furthermore,
the Ashigqa Party was accused of having accepted a new formla for
united action only as a political maneuver to deceive the other
National Front parties. The Unity of the Nile Valley Party announced
its decision to direct its representatives in Cairo to cooparate with
other national organizations within the limits of the Party's princi.-

ples, but to disregard the so—call

ed Sudanese Delegation.

The disintegration of the Sudaness Cairo Delegation was completed after
the Unity of the Nile Valley Party's attack upon the Ashiqqa Party. The

latter retaliated by attacking the

leaders of the Unity of the Nile

Valley Party as enemies of the national movement, repudiating all
charges, exonsrating Ashari and Yahya Fadli, and by renewing the sbusive
treatment of 'All Bireir. The situation remained tense throughout July

and August and was accentuated by
of Ismail Azhari and 'Al{ Bireir.

the accusations and counter-accusations
On 16 July 1948 Sayyid ‘Umar Khalife

'Abdullahi, a visiting Khatmia sect leader, was requested by Egyptians

to effect a reconciliation of the
to have lunched with him in Cairo,

tmo antagonists. They were reported
but subsequent events proved that

'Addullahi's efforts had not met with success.
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. TFollowing an Ashigga Youth resolution to support Ismail Azharits
nission in Cairo, on 12 August 1948 a Congress Conference in
Hodurman made several decisions, including unanimous approval of
% motion renewing its faith in the remants of the Sudanese Dele-

a,t:.on headed by Aghari, and supporting his views on remaining in
Sairo. On 1k August 1948 Sudsnese elements in Cairo, under the
Leadership of 'All Bireir, formed the External Struggle Front, which
is independent of the dissolved Sudanese Delegation, headed by
Tsmail Azhari.

30, In September 1948 two Sudanese pro-unity delegations left Cairo for
Paris to contact the United Nations independently, with regard to the
Sudan question. As anticipated, these misslons were headed by
Azhari and 'All Bireir. Trygvie Lie, Secretary-General of the
United Nations, received Bireir at the Chaillot Palace early in
tictobaxr 1948, Accordine to press reports, Bireir demanded the
imity of the Nile Valley under King Farug and gave the Secretary-
dJeneral a report on the Sudan question. The latter promised to
study the question and to meke a special’ file on it. Bireir's
delegation also visited Genersl de Gaulle., Upon his return to
Caire, Bireir said that his mission had contacted thirty delspgations
in Paris. Ismail Aghari's mission was angaged in sinilar activities
in Paris, and on 6 October 1948 he left Paris for the Sudan, where
ha planned to attend the Sudan Graduates' Congress elections. He
left two Ashigga colleagues in Paris to continue his work.
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